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Soon after I started to look into Celtic Christianity, I went to my first Community of 
Aidan and Hilda weekend. It was life-changing. I had come to value many 
strands of Christianity, and here, for the first time ever, I found them all in one 
place. This Community is Evangelical, catholic, and charismatic. It pursues social 
justice, the inclusion of women and outcasts, hospitality, finding God in creation, 
and a warm sense of community. As a bonus, its worship is not head-based but 
lively and image-rich, and there is a steady bass-line of discipline and asceticism. 
 
This is how we started and grew. 
 
In 1994, a number of Church of England priests and others shared a common 
desire to maintain the fire of the Spirit as found in the Charismatic Renewal, and 
to find a deeper walk with God. They found inspiration in their quest from the 
Celtic and early British church of roughly the 5th to 9th centuries. There were and 
are surprisingly marked comparisons between their long-ago times and concerns 
and ours. 
 
As Ray Simpson and others were fully occupied launching the Community in UK, 
they simply wished an Episcopal priest called Jack Stapleton well in launching it 
in the USA, and he did. 
 
We were originally called the Order of St. Aidan, but later became the 
Community of Aidan and Hilda. 
 
That name change was an important mark of our developing understanding of 
who we are, as a Community with the minimum of authority structures, and a 
commitment that all leadership is servant leadership: 
 
So, 
 
Rather than a rigid Rule, we follow a Way. 
 
Rather than a structured Order, we are a Community. 
 
Rather than a ruling Abbot, we have Guardians. 
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However, that doesn’t mean our commitment is any less real. More of that later. 
 
Now, Aidan and Hilda are not household names, especially for Americans. So, 
why do we honor them? 
 
Aidan was an ordinary 7th century Irish monk. In going from an Irish community 
on Iona with just 12 companions to a Saxon kingdom, Aidan led one of the most 
successful cross-cultural missions in history. He did so with courage and a 
burning faith; with a close team whose shared life literally em-bodied the life of 
Christ; and with the humility to understand, get on the same level as, and love 
the people of the land. As a result, his mission took root among the people of 
Northumbria in a way the missions sent from Rome rarely did. He also spoke 
truth to power, and often used donations to feed the poor or buy and free slaves. 
 
Hilda was his protege, a Saxon princess who was a model of pastoral care, 
diplomacy, accepting unwelcome change due to church and state politics, 
encouraging gifts in unlikely people, and bearing painful illness with extreme 
patience. 
 
Together, they model for us teamwork and mutual love and respect across 
barriers of race, language, and social status. 
 
Aidan’s base of Lindisfarne, or Holy Island, 70 miles south of Edinburgh, is also 
an eloquent symbol of who we are. It seems remote to us now; but then, the 
island was close to the travel routes and the seat of royal power (Bamburgh, 
which you can see from the island). On the other hand, it is a tidal island. For 
seven hours in each tide, you can walk or, now, drive to it; the other five, it is cut 
off. So, it imposes a rhythm of work and rest, prayer and action, mission and 
contemplation, involvement and solitude. 
 
Our Way of Life is summed up in 10 Waymarks. These are the same for all 
members, but each of us adapts them to their own life, their growth in Christ, and 
their calling and circumstances. 
 
Underlying our 10 Waymarks are an adaptation of the 3 classic Monastic vows: 
Poverty, Chastity and Obedience. 
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We adapt them to our dispersed nature as Simplicity, Purity in all relationships, 
and Obedience. We call them our 3 Life-giving Principles. 
 
More and more we are holding up three essential features of our life as needed 
gifts for the church that is coming to be: 
Living in God’s Rhythms daily and seasonally; following a shared but personal 
Way of Life; and opening yourself to a Soul friend, whom you choose for yourself. 
These disciplines, and especially that openness, are vital in a dispersed and 
non-resident Community. It is what enables us to be serious Monks on Main 
Street or Nuns on the Net, rather than just playing at it. This is why a new 
member must have a soul friend ready to go before they can take Explorer vows, 
or move on to the later Pilgrim and Voyager vows. 
 
It is difficult being part of a small, dispersed Community in a huge continent. 
When I moved to Minnesota in late 2008, I had no fellow members within 900 
miles. Our handful of members in Canada can sympathize. 
 
Zoom is a godsend, allowing much richer face-to-face contact, but many will still 
struggle with isolation. 
 
This is the summary of who we are and what our vision is that appears on our UK 
website: 
“The Community of Aidan and Hilda is an ecumenical world-wide fellowship 
whose members seek to live out Christianity as a complete way of life, within 
their own contexts. We try to make ourselves wholly available to the Holy Spirit 
and to the way of Jesus as revealed to us in the Bible. In particular, we seek to: 
 
• Develop a holistic Christian spirituality for today 
 
• Raise up a renewed people who journey with God 
 
• Develop resources for emerging and existing churches 
 
• Heal broken people and fragmented communities” 
 
This is all part of our progression from Celtic wannabes towards wholehearted 
members of the New Monastic movement. We are also starting to draw more 
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inspiration from other American ways of faith to birth an authentic, recognizably 
American way. We especially learn from the Native Americans, with their love of 
Creator or the Great Spirit, their deep realization that we are all part of creation, 
and their sense of community. 
 

 
 
In September 2014, speaking to a meeting of new monastic communities, 
Archbishop Justin Welby said he could not see how the churches can bring the 
gospel to the world because they are so disunited. Their disunity springs from 
historical circumstances that have no relevance to people today. The only way 
forward he could see would be through a revival of some kind of monasticism 
that went deeper than the divisions. Aidan inspires a contemporary missionary 
monasticism whose roots are older and more organic than that of Benedict, and 
which can sow seed and bear fruit not just in enclosed places but in the streets of 
the world. 
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Many are daring to imagine the new church God is birthing in the West in C21. 
What form, or forms, that church will take we cannot yet see. However I believe 
this little, dispersed Community holds some of its keys. The electrifying words 
that are spoken to a new Voyager, or full member, bear witness to this: 
 
“God is giving you a vision of a spoiled creation being restored to harmony with 
its Creator, of a fragmented world being made whole, of a weakened church 
being restored to its mission, of lands being healed and lit up by the glorious 
Trinity.” 
 
Our call is to pledge our lives to that vision, and to join as one in Christ in 
bringing it to reality. 
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