
PASSING ON THE FLAME 
Prayers for the handing over of Community Guardianship 

 

Gathering Song: Welcome to the Circle  
 

Welcome – Tom Cashman, Community Soul Friend, welcomes all, acknowledging Guardians 

past and present from US and UK. 
 

Opening Song – Be Still for the Presence of the Lord  
 

Introduction  Jack Stapleton, Founding US Guardian 

We gather 

in the presence of the sending Father, 

in the presence of the saving Son, 

in the presence of the anointing Spirit, 

in the presence of the Three in One. 
 

All  

Grant, O God, that your Church in this land may be true to its birthright. 

Kindle in us the adventure of obedience, 

the single eye, the humble and generous heart, 

which marked Aidan, Hilda, and kindred saints. 
 

Praise & Thanksgiving 

Psalm 136: 1-9, 23-26 (read by Emily Williams) 
 

Song: Be Thou My Vision  
 

Silence 
 

Tom invites spontaneous prayers of thanksgiving and praise as the Spirit leads. 
 

Listening to God’s Word 

A Reading from Acts 13:1-4 (read by Barbara Williams) 
 

Silence 
 

A Reading from Bede’s account of Aidan and Hilda: 

 

Reader (read by Paul Martin) 

“They sent Aidan, a man of outstanding gentleness, devotion, and moderation, who had a zeal 

for God. . . . Such was his love of peace and charity, temperance and humility; his soul which 

triumphed over anger and greed and despised pride and vainglory; his industry in carrying out 

and teaching the divine commandments, his diligence in study and keeping vigil, his authority 

in reproving the proud and the mighty, and his tenderness in comforting the weak, in relieving 

and protecting the poor . . . The best recommendation of his teaching was that he taught no 

other way of life than that which he himself practiced.” 

 

 



Reader (read by Karen Teasdale) 

 “All who knew Hild, the handmaiden of Christ, used to call her mother because of her 

outstanding devotion and grace. She was not only an example of holy life to all but she also 

provided an opportunity for salvation to many who lived far away . . . She established a Rule of 

Life teaching them to observe above all peace and charity. She compelled those under her 

direction to devote much time to the study of the holy Scriptures and to the performance of 

good works. So great was her prudence that not only ordinary people but also kings and princes 

sought and received her counsel.” 
 

The current Guardian gives a short address.  

Simon Reed, representing UK Guardians  

Ray Simpson, Founding UK Guardian  

Jack Stapleton, Founding US Guardian 
 

The handing over of Guardianship 

The Community Soul Friend (Tom) leads the gathering in thanksgiving for the work of our past 

Guardians and prays for their future life and ministry. 
 

Others are then invited to give thanks for past guardians and pray blessing on their ministries.  

 

The new Guardians are then addressed  

(Tom) Roger, Teresa, Sandi, and Esther-Marie, God has called you to leave behind everything 

that stops you setting sail in the ocean of God’s love. You have heard the call of the Wild 

Goose, the untamable Spirit of God: you are ready for the Spirit to lead you into wild, windy or 

well-worn places in the knowledge that God will make them places of wonder and welcome. 
 

(Jack) God has given you the vision of a spoiled creation being restored to harmony with its 

Creator, of a fragmented world becoming whole, of a weakened church being restored to its 

mission, of lands being healed and lit up by the glorious Trinity. 
 

Silence 
 

Guardians  

We give ourselves afresh and without reservation to God, the Three of Limitless Love.  

We seek to know Christ better and make him better known, to live simply that others may 

simply live, to fight the spiritual war and to follow the example of Aidan, Hilda, and 

kindred saints. 
 

(Jack) The Caim Council and Community Soul Friend have agreed through prayer and mutual 

listening that God is calling you, Roger Bermingham, Teresa Monica Cross, Sandi Kerner, 

Esther-Marie Nagiel, to be Guardians of the Community of Aidan and Hilda in the United 

States. This calling has been affirmed by the members of the Community. 
 

(Tom addresses the whole Community) Brothers and sisters, will you uphold these Guardians by 

your fervent prayers and selfless service of Christ and all creation? 
 

All  

We will. 



(Jack) Guardians are the Community's leaders and the focus of its unity. They have a distinctive 

calling to guide and protect, but not to control, the life and values of the Community.  

They listen to God, especially for the Community, keep and guard its memory and ethos, and 

earth these things in a rhythm of prayer, reflection, and guidance. Guardians serve the 

Community first and foremost by being people rooted in God and living out the Way of Life, 

and secondly by the distinctive tasks they perform. 
 

(Tom) Encircled by the Three, inspired by the saints, and encouraged by our prayers, will you,  

Roger, Teresa, Sandi, and Esther-Marie, now take up the calling entrusted to you? 
 

Guardians  

We will. 
 

Tom invites the Community into a time of silence to listen to the Spirit – for prayers and words 

of blessing for the new Guardians, their families, and individual gifts and ministries. 

Community members also listen for a scripture, a word or insight from the Lord, or a picture 

God may give to them for one or all of the new Guardians.  

 

The Community Soul Friend (Tom) leads the gathering in a time of free prayer open to all and 

Jack will close this time of prayer. 

 

All  

May the Father’s heart be yours. 

May the Christ-like qualities of Aidan and Hilda be yours. 

May the signs and wonders of the Spirit be yours. 

The mantle of Aidan be upon you, 

The mantle of Hilda be upon you, 

The mantle of Christ from your crown to your feet. 

In stillness or storm, be always vigilant, waiting, sharing, praising, blessing. 

Continue to sail forth across the ocean of God’s world knowing both the frailty of your 

craft and the infinite riches of your God. 

 

Song: Canticle of the Turning  

 

Prayer of Blessing 

All  

The God of life be our champion and leader. 

We shall not be left in the hand of the wicked. 

We shall not be bent in the court of the false. 

We shall rise victorious above them as rise victorious the crests of the waves. 

 

AMEN! 

 
 


