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Wintry Thoughts
Usually, as I was growing up in Western New York
state, by All Saints Day (Samhain in the Celtic tradition) if not before, we would begin to get snow
dusting the fields, towns and streets. The world
often seemed cold, dark and bleak as we headed
for the winter solstice. It seemed, at times, as if
the grip of winter would hold us captive for many
months with snow, ice and chill. And while there
were winter sports and activities it was not with the

same sense of freedom, life and pleasant activity
as in the other seasons.
Even well into middle age and living in another city, the time seemed bleak. And this, despite the marvelous neighborhood tradition on the Martin Luther King Jr holiday of many in the neighborhood lighting luminaria; invitations to walk the streets and greet neighbors, and to participate in several activities (most offering coffee, tea and hot chocolate to fortify against the chill wind) one of which was an outdoor movie on
the life and work of MLK.
What I knew intellectually, and yet which had not penetrated to my heart knowledge and feelings, was that
this time was not an empty time of waiting. This time looks, on the surface, looks like time of doing nothing
while waiting until life emerged once again. Yet, in reality, it is a crucial time where below the surface of
field and stream preparations are being made by seeds, bulbs, plants, trees and creatures for a re-

emergence in the Spring. While snow may still be on the ground and cold in the air we find sap running in
maple and other trees, daffodil and tulip bulbs pushing green leaves through cold ground, and a myriad of
other ways creation is moving towards a new burgeoning of life and fruitfulness.
This is a season of inner preparation. Of gathering strength, and other needed resources to move towards
bloom and blossoming, towards fruitfulness and enriched life. And it is as needed by humans as by creation’s plants and animals.
May this season be for us, as with the rest of creation, a time in which we prepare anew for that new life
and fruitfulness to which we called and for which we were created in the image of the Sacred Three.
Don Hill, Wild Goose Editor
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From the CAIM
Dues are now Due
Yearly Dues for the Community of Aidan and Hilda are now due as of
the publication of this newsletter. Please submit $30 by check made
payable to St Aidan CCT - USA
c/o Bill Jolitz, 6 Robb Farm Road, North Oaks, MN 55127-2509
Currently the Community paypal account is down. We are working to
get a form of direct deposit/transfer for the future.
We have not had dues for a while and are trying to keep them at a minimum. Thanks!
Save the date now:
Tuesday February 1st 2022 for an on-line celebration and discussion of St. Brigid's Day.
Help Wanted
The CAIM is looking for someone to serve as archivist for the Community. If this is something you
might be interested in, let one of the Guardians know.

Rebuilding
By Sandi Kerner,
US Guardian

“When God decided to encounter us, the [Divine] did so in person, at a specific place and time, in a
visible, touchable human body (1 John 1:1). ‘The Word became flesh and lived among us’ (John
1:14).” Even though we hold the Divine Presence to be everywhere, specificity matters to God and
is woven through the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus, a feast we celebrate in this season.
When the remnant of God’s chosen people returned from exile in Babylon, they grieved over the
great Temple and the city of Jerusalem, lying crushed in ruins for 70 years. Jerusalem is named “the
City of our God” (Psalm 48:1,8) and God placed the Divine Name there and on the Temple (2
Chronicles 6:5,6; 7:16). In this place and among this people, God had chosen to dwell. Miraculously
resourced for returning and rebuilding by their former Persian captors, they set about the work, first
clearing away the rubble and rebuilding the Temple, and then repairing and restoring the walls
around Jerusalem. After the foundation of the Temple was laid, those who remembered the glory of
former Temple wept in a loud voice, while others shouted for joy at the new beginning, “so that the
people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout from the sound of the people’s weeping” (Ezra 3:13).
As I have followed the readings from our lectionary for this season in Morning Prayer (in Ezra and
Nehemiah), I recognized parallels to our story of the Community of Aidan and Hilda in the US. We
have lamented the loss of our former Guardian, Fr. Ray Ball. We have wandered in the wilderness
for several years, always under God’s watching, and held together on this journey by Barb Williams
and Paul Martin serving as Interim Guardians and by members of the Caim who served collectively
as Guardians for a time. We give great thanks for you all! Some still lament what has been lost in
this season; others have expressed anger over so many changes and the lack of information that
had been forthcoming in the wilderness season. Still others are rejoicing in the many gifted Explorers and Pilgrims who are now journeying with us and the newly formed leadership team of Guardians and Caim members.
As leaders, we have listened to those who responded to our recent survey and heard your desire to
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gather together in prayer and on retreat (with in-person and virtual options). Our plan is to offer occasional prayer services on-line throughout the year with an aim to increase the frequency of these
gatherings if there is a concerted response. Following our on-line renewal of vows in November, we
will meet for St. Brigid’s Day in early February. We are exploring ways we can gather for a whole
Community retreat in the Fall of 2022. It seems to me we are rebuilding the foundations of our
shared life bit by bit, much like the returning exiles did in Jerusalem.

Meanwhile, back in Susa, the capital of Persia, another exile named Nehemiah was serving in the
king’s court when he heard the report that the walls around Jerusalem were broken down and the
gates of the city destroyed by fire. He mourned and wept for days, with fasting and prayer, before he
approached the king with his request to return to Judah to rebuild the fortifications for the safety and
protection of Jerusalem. The king not only granted his request but also donated all the provisions
necessary (Nehemiah 1 & 2).
Upon his arrival to Jerusalem, Nehemiah secretly reconnoitered the condition of the city walls and
gates, determining what required major reconstruction and what was intact but needed repair. Both
walls and gates gave definition to the city, keeping out those who would seek to destroy and allowing entrance for commerce and worship so that the city and her people could flourish in peace again.
It seems to me our new Guardians and Caim have been reconnoitering the condition of our walls
and gates as a Community in this season. Our major rebuilding is focused on infrastructure – crafting a handbook for the US Community, based on the UK Community’s handbook, with our own distinctives. In need of consideration, our social media policy has received much of our attention, both
in articulation and in applying it in several cases where members have transgressed the boundaries
of generous and charitable discourse. As Brother Cassian advises, “Our public presentation of ourselves in every aspect in every place should reflect the ethos of the Community/Order which we
have taken vows into. We should always be aware that we represent not only Christ in our daily expressions, in every place, online or in person, but also that we represent the Community of Aidan &
Hilda, and the ethos and Way of Life.”
We have created teams to work on various pieces of our life together: a Formation Team to oversee
the ways people enter our Community and are formed within it: developing a Way of Life, engaging
a soul friend, and progressing to Explorer, Pilgrim, and Voyager vows as they respond to God’s call.
We now have a Communications Team who are meeting to assess the ways we give and receive
information within our membership and how we invite others to inquire and learn with us. We seek a
Treasurer at Bill Jolitz’s request, after he has served faithfully in the capacity for many years and is
ready to retire. We seek a Community Soul Friend to follow Tom Cashman in this ministry; Tom recently retired after 20 years as our Soul Friend. Our Caim (council of advice and decision-making
with the Guardians) is seeking a couple of members to represent our Explorers and Pilgrims. Please
pray for this work of rebuilding and repair and join in as the Spirit nudges you.
We pray the Word-Made-Flesh continues the beautiful work of being made manifest in our lives and
within our specific Community as we become imitators of God and live in love with one another so
that all creation may know Love.
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Brendan's Return Voyage: A New American Dream:
Indigenous, Post-Colonial, and Celtic Theology by Ray Simpson
Available in the USA direct from Wipf and stock https://
wipfandstock.com/9781725292093/brendans-return-voyage-a-new
-american-dream/
A myth is reviving in USA, validated by recent research, that Saint
Brendan voyaged some 4,000 miles from Ireland to America to
evangelise it and create a new Eden, but when the Indians of Mississippi welcomed them he realized Jesus was already present
and sailed all the way back! In contrast, USA missions have taken
a colonial approach to mission.
This book explores the Creator’s imprints in indigenous tribes,
identifies fault-lines in USA and western society (white supremacy,
manifest destiny, empire-building and separation) but also some
Creator’s imprints. It reflects on the culture-friendly approach of Euro-Americans’ own ‘indigenous’ Celtic forebears, and sets out ways
in which, in these fading days of Western supremacy, new monastic followers of The Way may undertake new Brendan voyages and
create a new American - and planet earth - dream.

Explorer & Pilgrim Vows Taken

On Monday November 8th US Guardian Sandi Kerner joined Paul John Martin and Emily Williams
online Way of Life Group to hear the vows of Kevin Jackson and Ken Patenaud as Explorers.
This was followed by Sandi leading Dale Custer, Don Hill, Norman Nierves, and Nancy WoodworthHill in their vows as they became Pilgrims in the Community.
Following the Vows Sandi spoke on Waymark 7 - Healing Fragmented People and Communities.,
followed by a wide ranging and lively discussion on how we might be agents of healing of communities and the earth.

4

Igniting the Flame
From Tom Johnson, Community Of Aidan and
Hilda - USA ItF Coordinator:
Igniting the Flame is a foundational Celtic Christian
Spirituality Course.
The aim of this year-long course is to:
•

Introduce you to Celtic Christian Spirituality

•

Give you time to try out new or forgotten ideas
as you experiment with different aspects of approaching a Way of Life in a safe, in a nonthreatening environment

•

Help you to put into practice the decisions you
make, and to adjust them as necessary

•

Equip you with the confidence to go on exploring and refining your Christian Spirituality

We are offering the course on a quarterly basis, start in January or April or July or October.
The course follows the book New Celtic Monasticism for Everyday People by Ray Simpson for developing a way of life and promotes heart-to-head learning.
A student is assigned to a tutor who gives feedback on assignments, suggest avenues to explore
and advise on the form assignments might take. Your tutor will answer queries about assignments,
or help with an extension for submission of assignments.
Communication methods for the tutor and student are established between the student and the tutor
and can be as an example; email, or phone, or ZOOM, or private social media.
We strongly suggest students have a Soul Friend or Mentor or Spiritual Director for the course. For
the course a tutor is defined as not a mentor, spiritual director or soul friend to the student. A student
should communicate with their tutor only for academic reasons.
He tutor:
• distributes the course material to the student.
• keeps in touch with a student with reminders of the time frame of the course work.
• the contact for the student with the coordinator
ed.

• reviews the student’s assignments and makes comments as need-

The course cost is $50.
You may also purchase the book for $35 if you do not already have it.
Please contact Tom Johnson if you have any questions, by emailing
ItF.coord.tomj@gmail.com
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Meet Tom Cashman
Tom Cashman recently stepped down as the Community
Soul Friend. He is one of the original vowed members of the
Community. “The very first group of members took original
CAH vows on August 31st , 1994, the feast of St Aidan. We
were known back then online as St. Aidan Trust and also as
the Order of St. Aidan. Only later did we shift to the Community of Aidan and Hilda, following the practice of the UK Community. We renamed our Rule of Life, to Way of Life.”
In 1993, Tom had become an active member of
Anamchairde (Soulfriends), a Celtic Christian Community
“dedicated to bringing the world view, values and way of life
of the Celtic Christians to the church and the world of today.” For a while he had roles in both communities until
Anamchairde dissolved in 2001.

Tom Cashman has taken four pilgrimages to the UK two of which he
led. This photo was taken in the monastic area on Skellig Michael with
the Lesser Skellig in the background.

Tom recalls that “when we (CAH) had enough members to think about having regions, I was appointed to be the Warden of the Pacific Northwest Region. Later we shifted that title to Guardian. About that time, I was appointed as Community Soul Friend.”
He describes that role as one that has developed and changed over the years. It became clear to
him that “an important role was to be a Soul Friend to the Caim and Guardians.” He did that by
providing “counsel, resources, encouragement and occasional helpful challenge – all dynamics of
our personal Soul Friend relationship that brings support and accountability to our vowed way of
life.”
Tom was the oldest of 10 children in what he describes as an “industrial-strength Irish-Catholic family”. He studied Composition and Music Theory at the University of Minnesota, prior to serving in the
US Marine Corps, both active duty and in the reserves.
In 1971 he found his home in the Episcopal Church and in 1988 he received his Certificate for Spiritual Direction, from the Vancouver School of Theology, Vancouver BC. From 2003 to 2008 he was
an Adjunct Professor at Seattle University in their Pastoral Leadership Program. He also served as
adjunct Professor at the Seattle School for Theology and Psychology from 2003 to 2012.
Tom is married, he and Lin live in Des Moines WA, a small suburb of Seattle. Lin is also a certified
spiritual director and a Reiki Master. Together they have 4 grown children, 4 grandchildren and 2
great grandsons.
While still very active as a spiritual director, now at age 86, Tom is “working through final things, the
harvesting and heritage work of the final chapter of life.”
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St Hilda’s Day Renewal of Vows

On St Hilda’s Day in the US, November 18th. The US Guardians, Roger Bermingham, Sandi Kerner
and Esther-Marie Nagiel led vowed members of the Community in the United States in their Renewal of Vows. This Renewal of Vows was held on-line in the context of a special liturgy. The liturgy
was followed a discussion by participants as to what vows and especially these vows mean in our
lives. (Photo by Sandi Kerner)

CAH Vows Taken
Since September a number of members have
taken vows

The Wild Goose is the newsletter of the Community of Aidan and Hilda in the United States.

We welcome new Explorers:
Seth Clark (National City, CA)
Kevin Jackson (Melbourne, FL)
Ken Patenaude (Ormond Beach, FL)

It is published by the CAIM and distributed by
emaiI four times a year.

Those taking Pilgrim vows were:
Nancy Billias (P 9/10/21) (Manchester, CT)
Dale Custer (Midlothian, VA)
Diana Bridges (San Antonio, TX)
Mark Condy (Troy, OH)
Rick Evans (Logansport, IN)
Laura Gregory Grand Island, NE)
Donald Hill (Wheeling WV)
Micheal MacEvoy (P 9/10/21) (Nashwauk, MN)
Norman Nieves (Taguig City, Philippines)
Nancy Woodworth-Hill (Wheeling WV)

Submissions for the newsletter are gratefully
received and may be sent to the editor, Donald
Hill, at dbhill3231@gmail.com.
The deadline for the Spring issue is February 18,
2022.
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