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PREPARING FOR RENEWAL OF VOWS ON  

ST HILDA’S DAY, November 17 

 

Each year on the Feast of St. Hilda, November 17, vowed members of the Community of Aidan and 
Hilda renew their vows as Explorers, Pilgrims, and Voyagers. Ideally, we gather in community to do 
this – electronically or in person. A personal reflection on the actual vows we make, before gather-
ing together, will make the service of renewal more meaningful. 

 

We re-affirm the vows we have made after a period of self-examination and review of our Way of 
Life. During the weeks leading up to our renewal of vows, we prayerfully review what we have writ-
ten as to how we will observe the 3 Principles and 10 Waymarks. We consider how we have en-
gaged in these specific practices and how we have failed to engage them.  We make this review 
and revision (if needed) with our Soul Friend. If our life circumstances have changed significantly 
over the past year, we are well-advised to consider how these changes impact what we focus on in 
our Way of Life in this new season. 

 

Resources that aid us in this review include: 

Ray Simpson, New Celtic Monasticism For Everyday People 

 (or the older version: A Pilgrim Way) 

Simon Reed, Creating Community: Ancient Ways for Modern Churches 

or Igniting the Flame Units that address the Principles and Waymarks 

 

  

This year the Community will gather by Zoom online for our  
Renewal of Vows on November 17th  (at 7 pm Eastern,                  
6 pm central, 5 pm Mountain, and 4 pm Pacific). A Zoom link 
will be sent closer to the date of the service.  

 

Worship will be led by Rick Evans, and the Renewal of Vows 
led by US Guardians Sandi Kerner and Esther-Marie Nagiel. 



The Community of Aidan and Hilda – USA is sponsoring a Celtic Advent Retreat led by UK Guardian 

Simon Reed. Smon believes community members need to adopt three practices – a way of life, a network of 

soul friends and a rhythm of prayer 

In addition to the major presentations in-person  retreat participants at the location have the option of 

several workshops: Mandala making, Labyrinth walk, Lectio Divina “inspired” guided mindfulness session on 

“Advent,” Registration includes 5 meals, lively sharing, and discussion, private beach walking/meditation op-

portunities, social event to include music, dance, and storytelling, culminating in a closing worship gathering 

with Holy Communion. 

 Online registration includes the major presentations by Simpon, worship and two online workshops. 

 

St. Christopher Camp and Conference Center, a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of South Carolina, 

is located on 314 acres of beach, maritime forest, and undisturbed salt marsh on Seabrook Island. On the  

Atlantic coast, an hour south of Charleston, it is the perfect destination for those looking to step away from 

life’s demands for a few days. 

 

Registration:  The cost for the retreat is $355 for a single room (limited availability) and $305 per person 

for a double room (2 beds) for lodging, meals (Friday dinner through Sunday breakfast), and all program 

costs. Those who choose to join by Zoom will have access to presentations given and could form a discussion 

group online. The cost for joining online will be $100 per person to cover program costs.  

  

A deposit of $100 per person is required to reserve a space on campus. For more information, contact Sandi 

Kerner, US Guardian, at skerner@stchristopher.org  

 

Join us  

for our 

Celtic ADVENT 

Retreat 
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